Urgency of Reading the Bible as
One Story




Living 1n a Story

Embracing Jesus Christ in the gospel
by faith means accepting an
invitation to live in the biblical story.
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Event, story, community

The difference between Jews and Christians 1s a different
understanding of truth. We Jews believe truth resides in
historical events that give meaning to a sfory and shape a
community to live 1n that story. You Christians believe truth
resides 1n theological ideas around which a community
forms by believing those ideas. (Rabbi)




Jesus and the Story

The reading of the Bible involves a continual
twotold movement: we have to understand Jesus in
the context of the whole story, and we have to
understand the whole story in the light of Jesus.

- Lesslie Newbigin



Urgency of Reading the Bible as One

Story

The most basic structure of the Bible and the
Christian faith is narrative.

It claims to tell #he true story of the whole world.

But what kind of story 1s it?



Theocentric: A story about the mighty acts of triune God to
work out his purpose for creation

Narrative and historical: A narrative unity of God’s historical
acts with a goal or purpose

Restorative: Goal is to restore all of human life in the context
of all creation

Christocentric or Christotelic: Purpose and goal of redemptive
history revealed and accomplished in Jesus the Christ

Trinitarian: Narrative of restorative work of Triune God



Missio Det — Mission of Triune God

P Narrative record of the mighty acts of the triune God to
work out his purpose for the creation in and through a people

P Iather has an overarching saving purpose that he is
sovereignly working out in history

» Sends Jesus to reveal and accomplish that saving purpose

P Father and Son send the Spirit to plement that saving
purpose

» The Spirit works in the world in and through a people



Missional direction: The Bible moves from one nation
to all nations, from one place to the ends of the earth

Personal: Reveals living God and his purpose

Invitational or Kerygmatic: Summons and call to
respond and become covenant partner or friend

Formational: Power to form us for our participation in
God’s story



But i1t 1s more!

» Many scholars doing biblical theology would agree with
these eight points

» But there is more . . . and 1t is very important!
» True story of whole world that shapes whole life

> ‘Worldview-story” (NT Wright); Interpretation of
universal history (I.. Newbigin); Metanarrative (R.
Bauckham); true story of the whole world



Hindu’s Comment

I can’t understand why you missionaries present the Bible to us in India as
a book of religion. It is not a book of religion—and anyway we have plenty
of books of religion in India. We don’t need any more! I find in your Bible
a unique interpretation of universal history, the history of the whole of
creation and the history of the human race. And therefore a unique
interpretation of the human person as a responsible actor in history. That

is unique. There is nothing else in the whole religious literature of the

world to put alongside it.
- Chaturved: Badrinath



Metanarrative

. .. story about the meaning of reality as a whole . .. A
metanarrative 1s an attempt to grasp the meaning and
destiny of human history as a whole by telling a single
story about it; to encompass, as 1t were, all the immense
diversity of human stories 1n a single, overall story which
integrates them into a single meaning.

- Richard Bauckham



Urgency of Reading the Bible as One

Story

» Scripture offers a counter-narrative to the cultural story

» Church lives at the crossroads between two
incompatible stories — the cultural and biblical
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Urgency of Reading the Bible as One

Story

» Scripture offers a counter-narrative to the cultural story

» Church lives at the crossroads between two
incompatible stories — the cultural and biblical

P Painful tension that must be resolved faithtully

» Church’s task is to re-narrate lives of God’s people to

live more and more faithfully into the biblical story



Ilich ... was asked what he thought was the most powerful way to
change society. Is it by means of revolution ... Or is it by means of
reformation, where the major tools of influence such as education,
parliament and key industries are gradually taken over by reformers
who implement their vision for a new society?

Illich replied that it was neither. Neither revolution nor reformation
can ultimately change a society ... Rather, you must tell a new and
powertul tale, one so persuasive that it sweeps away the old myths
and becomes the preferred story, one so inclusive that it gather all
the bits of our past and our present into a coherent whole, one that
even shines some light into the future so that we can take the next

step forward. (Tim Costello, T7ps from a Travelling Soul-Searcher, 6).



Reality of the Christian life

1. Our lives are ‘narrated’ from birth by the Western story
and worldview

2. This appears to be normal — ‘the way the world 1s’

3. Yet our cultural story is idolatrous and shapes us in
unfaithful ways

4. Need to ‘re-narrate’ our lives with the biblical story

5. Intentional and difficult process



Urgency of Reading the Bible as One

Story

P Scripture offers a counter-narrative to the cultural story

» Church lives at the crossroads between two incompatible stories —
the cultural and biblical

» Paintful tension that must be resolved tfaithtully

» Church’s task is to re-narrate lives ot God’s people to live more and
more faithfully into the biblical story

» If we don’t re-narrate church’s life, then by default our lives will be
shaped by cultural story in which we are being narrated every day

» Fragmenting the Bible into little bits undermines re-narration



Purpose of Early Church Catechesis

The pastoral and missional purpose of
early church catechesis was to “re-form
pagan people, to re-socialize them, to
deconstruct their old world, and
reconstruct a new one.” (A. Kreider)




Scriptural Narrative as Framework of

Catechesis

The Old Testament was more than an explication
and proot of the New Testament message; as the
story of God’s saving deeds, it was the very

framework of catechesis and provided the setting

for presenting Christ, the very center of that
catechesis. (E. Ferguson)



Farly Church Catechesis

To enable the catechumen to become ready to join the
Christian community, the catechist needed to replace this
melange of pagan stories by an alternative narrative, by the
history of salvation as recounted in the books ot the Hebrew
Scriptures which culminated in the person and work of Jesus
Christ and which continued in the life of the transnational
church and the sufferings of the martyrs. (A. Kreider)



Missional purpose of catechesis

The church’s catechetical and discipleship practices
“performed the function of re-forming those pagans who

joined the church into Christians, into distinctive people who

lived 1n a way that was recognizably in the tradition of Jesus

Christ. As such these people, re-formed, would be attractive.”

(A Kreider)



Missional purpose of catechesis

The missional purpose of catechism: new converts are to
be taught so their lives “may shine with virtue, not
before each other [only], but also before the Gentiles so
they may imitate them and become Christians.” (Canons

of Hyppolytus)
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Fragmented Bible and idolatry

If we allow the Bible to become fragmented, it 1s in danger of being
absorbed into whatever other story is shaping our culture, and 1t will
thus cease to shape our lives as it should. Idolatry has twisted the
dominant cultural story of the secular and pluralist Western world. If
as believers we allow this story (rather than the Bible) to form our lives,
then we will embody the lies of an idolatrous culture. Hence, #)e
narratie unity of Scripture is no minor matter: a fragmented Bible may actually

Droduce theologically orthodox, morally upright, warmly prous idol worshipers!

- Drama of Scripture, xii1-xiv



» LIVING AT THE
R, CROSSROADS




Biblical Story Absorbed
into Cultural Story



Do not
murder Be
just and

merciful

Saved
by faith
iNn Jesus

God
created
world

Love
your
neighbour

Humans
are
sinners







What story will shape us?

. . . the most pressing spiritual 1ssue of
our time 1s the question who gets to
narrate the world?

- Robert Webber
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